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"Wild horses"

by Cris Peterson
Pages 636-651 in Treasures
Genre:  Narrative Nonfiction (is a story or account about actual persons, living things, situations, or events).

Directions:  After reading this text, complete the following organizer parts.  Remember to reread any part of the story that confused you.  You are a great reader.

Part I:  Vocabulary Preinstruction:  

	Vocabulary Word:
	How it is used in this story:

	sanctuary
	Scraggly buzzards perch on fence posts near the entry gate to the Black Hills Wild Horse Sanctuary, home for more than three hundred wild horses and one determined cowboy-conservationist named Dayton Hyde.

	descendants
	Mustangs are descendants of the horses brought to America by Spanish explorers nearly five hundred years ago.

	coaxing
	After hours of coaxing, Dayton succeeded in getting Magnificent Mary to skitter off the trailer.

	threatened
	Aware that wild horses often feel threatened by being watched, he sat in the cab of his old pickup truck, peeking at them out of a corner of his eye.

	habitat
	Thousands of visitors arrive each summer to get a glimpse of wild horses in their natural habitat, a habitat that has been preserved through Dayton’s careful planning.

	fragile
	Throughout the grazing season, he moves the herd from one area of the ranch to another so the horses don’t damage the fragile rangeland.

	glistening
	They splash through the glistening water and bolt up a ravine.


	1.  visual (“Follow along with your eyes as I spell it out loud”)

2.  auditory (Hear the parts /p/ /ea/ /ch/)

3.  kinesthetic (trace with eyes,  write it on the table, hand, etc.)

4.  phonics (break the word apart)—discuss prefixes, suffixes, roots, compounds, phonograms, double vowels, silent e.

5.  meaning (give the definition and/or an example)

6.  give an example. “I will be working with this group, meanwhile, this group will be at computers.”


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Part II:  Comprehension
1.  The text describes four different horses from the wild mustang herd.  Use the following grid to write down what you learned about each of the horses; next, write down one way this horse is different or the same when compared to the other horses:
	Horses
	What I learned about this horse from the text…
	How is this horse different or the same when compared to the other horses?

	Medicine Hattie
	
	

	Painted Lady
	
	

	Funny Face
	
	

	Yuskeya


	
	


2.  In the text it says, “Mustangs are descendants of the horses brought to America by Spanish explorers nearly five hundred years ago.”  Why do you think the Spanish explorers would go through the trouble of bringing horses with them when they came to America?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Complete the following cause section after the effect has been given:

	Cause:  


	Effect:  The wild horse population grew steadily.  


4.  Why did Dayton Hyde decide to create a special place for the wild horses?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Read the following statement about the wild mustangs:
Some of the wild mustangs are too ugly and old to be adopted.

Is this statement a fact or an opinion?  Explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
6.  In the text it says, “Thousands of visitors arrive each summer to get a glimpse of wild horses in their natural habitat, a habitat that has been preserved through Dayton’s careful planning.  Throughout the grazing season, he moves the herd from one area of the ranch to another so the horses don’t damage the fragile rangeland.”  Which word from this excerpt means to keep up or maintain?  
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preserved

damage

7.  How does Dayton know when certain horses will or will not survive the winter?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  In your own words, describe what the “circle of life” is and why it was used in this story.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  In the text it says, “They splash through the glistening water and bolt up a ravine?”  Which of the following dictionary definitions best describes the way bolt is used in this sentence?
  
to fasten with or as with a bolt

to make a sudden, swift dash, run, flight, or escape


to eat hurriedly without chewing

to blurt out

10.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this selection?

The author’s purpose was to persuade the reader to build strong fences for wild horses.

The author’s purpose was to inform the reader about Dayton Hyde’s contributions to the preservation of wild horses in the United States.

The author’s purpose was to entertain the reader with amazing wild horse adventure stories.
The author’s purpose was to inform the reader about Dayton Hyde’s interest in horses when he was a child.
Part III:  Compare and Contrast
Analogies:  We use analogies to identify relationships between pairs of concepts (Marzano 2001).

Examples:  happy:sad::big:small ("happy is to sad as big is to small")  

Directions:  Complete these analogies that were created from the text you just read.

habitat:home::_______________:untamed
colt:_______________::boy:man
fantasy:reality::ascend:_______________
_______________:darker::tough:tougher
setting:South Dakota::___________________________:Dayton Hyde
1,000,000:2,000,000::_______________:34,000
Part IV:  Fluency Practice:  Follow the four-step fluency practice steps:

1.  Read the following excerpt from the text to your teacher.  You must focus on pronouncing each word correctly.  Take your time and do a great job.  Your teacher will then discuss any words that may have been difficult for you.  Record your time in the space provided.

2.  Read the following excerpt from the text to yourself.  Record your second time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Do I understand what happened in the text?

3.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a classmate.  Record your third time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Is my fluency speed improving?

4.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a parent or sibling.  Have them sign in the space provided.  This will let your teacher know that you completed the fourth step of your fluency practice.

Fluency Goal:  Your fluency goal for this excerpt is to cut your time in half from your first reading to your fourth reading.  If you do not complete your goal, you need to continue reading this excerpt until you accomplish that goal.  When you have reached your goal, write down the main idea (one sentence) of your excerpt on the line provided.  You will read this excerpt to your teacher one final time.


Dayton’s worst fear was that the horses would spook and charge through his carefully constructed six-wire fence, scattering across the prairie like dry leaves in a whirlwind.  Aware that wild horses often feel threatened by being watched, he sat in the cab of his old pickup truck, peeking at them out of a corner of his eye.  Finally, after nearly a week of around-the-clock vigilance, he swung open the gate from the training field to his wild horse sanctuary.

Many years have passed since Dayton held his breath and pushed that corral gate open.  Every spring, dozens of his wild horses give birth to tottering colts that learn the ways of the back country from their mothers.  They share the vast, quiet land with coyotes, mountain lions, and countless deer.  Star lilies, bluebells, and prairie roses nod in the wind along with the prairie short grass that feeds the herd.
150 words

First Read:__________     Second Read:__________     Third Read:__________     Fourth Read:__________


                                                                                                         Parent Signature:_______________________

Main Idea:_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Summary Sheet Non-Fiction   ©1999 by Sopris West

Directions:  Summarize the text you just read using the following procedure.  Steps 1-3 will help you with your topic sentence.  Steps 4-5 will help you get started on your summary paragraph.


1.  Identify what you will be summarizing.  Be specific—use names and titles.

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold"

2.  Use one of these words (verbs) to help you organize your summary:  

tells, lists, describes, explains, compares, gives, shows

3.  Finish your thought:

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold" describes how an Olympic speed skater named Dan Jansen tried many times to get a gold medal in the Olympics.

4.  Create a fact outline:  Make a list of the facts you would like to include in your summary.

Fact #1:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #2:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #3:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #4:_____________________________________________________________________________

5.  Use your fact outline to write the summary paragraph:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to check your paragraph?  Does it make sense?  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?
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