Whale

One strange fact about whales is that they are the
closest living relatives of the hippopotamus. Both
animals are now in the super-order Cetartiodactyla.
Scientists use DNA and physical characteristics to
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became more streamlined to glide through the water,
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lost their back legs, their front legs
they grew flukes on their tails.

There are two different kinds of whales, those
teeth, and those that filter plankton through a part in
their upper jaw called baleen. It is made of keratin, like
our fingernails. Dolphins, porpoises, sperm whale, killer
whale, pilot whale, and beluga whales are all toothed
whales in the suborder odontoceti. The term “whale”
usually refers to cetacean animals with baleen feeding
filters.

The largest whales are the blue whales, which grow

up to 98 feet in length and 180 tonnes (roughly 396,832
pounds) in weight. They are the largest animal known
to ever have existed, even larger than dinosaurs! The
largest known dinosaur was only 23 to 37 tonnes.
Whales are mammals, so they breathe air, are
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each other in call whale song. Some cap#
whales have eve mimic human speech.
Whales are estimat live up to 77 years old, but
one whale was found with a fragment of a harpoon
from the 19th century in it which might make it 115 to
130 years old. Some dating techniques say another was
211 years old, but the science of the technique is not

widely accepted. What do you think?

1. New terms: See how these three terms are used in the text, and write a definition next to each one.

ancestory

baleen

conscious breather

2. What present-day animal is the whale related to?

3. Blue whales are bigger than any dinosaur was.

4. Whale breathe through their blowholes.
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True or False?

True or False?
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