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Primary Education Thinking Skills (PVETSTM)
to Enrich & 1D Strengths in Young 6T Learners

PETS™ .. is an enrichment and diagnostic Wessria

thinking skills program that can be easily integrated ; .
into an existing primary curriculum. PETS™ serves Maxs Hat Tricks O \

the dual purpose of developing higher level problem Q/Q

solving strategies in students of all abilities and @ ediﬁb}:;fcgr};eﬂfﬁ;iﬁﬂ /
helping in the identification of academically talented | Here's how:

learners by both gifted education specialists and /\\ (}
classroom teachers.

Las

00 ZON)
PETS™ follows the taxonomy outlined by Benjamin
Bloom, presenting lessons in analysis, synthesis,
and evaluation as well as visual thinking. Initially, all
students are given the opportunity to experience the
challenge of different problem solving strategies
during a series of whole class lessons. Based on
teacher observation and student work, those
students who appear to be “most ready” for more
challenging activities using the same thinking
strategies are then given the opportunity to do so in
a small group setting.

Dodie Merritt
NAGC 2022
For information on PETS™ in-service programs:

finelines@gmail.com e www.piecesoflearning.com
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Max's Resources from Pieces of Learning —

Eanciful Kindergarten PETS™
REG@HYE phrases 1 TOTHROWWEL Primary Education Thinking Skills 1, 2, and 3

PETO™ website with webinar links —

www.primaryeducationthinkingskills.com
; sunw Yolanda the Yarnspinner. The Crystal Clarion.
= www.primaryeducationthinkingskills.com/
crystalclarion.html (Classroom Activities)
— — [ s
] W _— Plus ... Lasher. PETS™ - Friendly Activities.
HAHANDND m_‘_ s DoN https://bigideasalittlescholars.com/pets - friendly -
| A JL_c= activities/
[ 1 [ R A W Name
- MOAON
TURN L ‘2 o lM Chow Time!
€0 )
— g It's FridaY night. o
— ) ﬁ ] C et % IEKZZZEE inyour ?EE!K !ihlfédhfifg”ﬂf"r:"" e fhl' .
CKO t's your turn to choose the restaurant where your family will eat dinner.
TIMOMENTME | FSHAYEN [Kcc-
L L R NG Problem-Solving Matrix CRITERIA
4 e Which solution ...

Primary Education Thinking Skills 3 What's the best place
for your family to go

for dinner?

- 7= 1T
animal directly across from her.

da's
Literary Circlg

5. Yolanda is different in 2 ways from
the other animals at the table.

Fold or cur

=
[
-
=]
=)
&
- N

Werite 4 criteria that will help
you choose the best place to go

and eat. List them in this row.
—

NINT0D YNIHOIS

1 List 4 or 5 favorite restaurants
below in this column.

2E
L All 6 animals are ot the table, A5 g .
i =B
2. All boys sit next to girls, Inner >
All girls sit next to boys. at 8 .
’
3. Each animal is d MGX S

ifferent in 4 ways
i £fo "

- . os R Thinking
Lesson/Activity Thinking Skill/s specialist/s

U Dudley/Detective
) Sybil/Scientist

U Isabel/Inventor

U Yolanda/Yarnspinner
U Max/Magician

U Jordan/Judge
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Convergent Thinking

1.
Find the clues.

2.
Read the clues.

3.
Take time and reflect.

4,
Put clues together,

5,
Determine the answer,

A\ HBYAGRY /

Pieces of Learning * www piecesofiearning.com

meritiy

From Primary Education Thinking Skills 3

The wWay to

Divergent Thinking

I
The more ideas, the better!

2.
Changing categories is great!

3.
Wild and zany ideas are welcome!

4.
Respect the ideas of others.

5.

Combining ideas is cool,
“Piggyback” on the ideas of others.
Add lots of details, tool

From Primary Education Thinking Skills 3 Pieces of Learning * www.piecesoflearning.com

.
Look at things in different ways

2.
Use what you see as clues.

3.
Move shapes around in your mind. [

4.
Recognize patterns.

From Primary Education Thinking Skills 3 © Pieces of Learning

The Way .‘r'o
Evaluative Thinking

1.
Determine the problem,.

Q.
Brainstorm possible solutions.

3.
Develop your criteria.

4,
Judge the best answer.

From Primary Education Thinking Skills 3 © Pieces of Learning

NAGC 2022 * Dodie Merritt ¢ finelines@gmail.com ¢ www.piecesoflearning.com ¢ Primary Education Thinking Skills 3



UOSS3| dIoJb 20YM YID2 SO SI0J0D JUDIDLLIP 2SN Of 2.4NS 2G ¢
SUPMSUD 2dI{ /MU JOJ SDUDY JDLID S > A PpD 0} 2415 2+

Buiulea Jo seoed @

J2MSUD J2d XOq 2U0 UDYL 240U Ul 06 UDI S3WDUY
BAISN|IX2 UDYL DAISI|OUI 240U — SNOJUDE 3G

SLUapNys mau ¢

S22UaSGD +

S9JION

U0SS3 wS1 3d 244 Butnp
#4110 PIY, O M SJ2)UN{L
A1 UBAUI JD2.I6 Ajfouidou ¢

:owm sse[o rem3ar SuLmp sIomeyaq
959} 298 | INQ ‘SUOSSI[ y, SIAJ Y}
SuLmnp N0 pue)s Jou PIp SJUIPN)S ISAY,

SUBYUNYL DALLUBAUI
AD2Jb Aljowdou +

[om se owr)
ssepo Sunmp Aren3ar sjuspnys
959U} U SIOIABY] 39S} 39S |

Buluies jo sedald @

1S9ION

:owm sseo rem3dal uLmp sIoAByaq
9S31y} 23S ] INq ‘SUOSSIT , SIAJ Y3
SuLmp Ino puels Jou pIp SJUIPNIS ISAY],

[om se ourny
ssepo Sunmp Ajren3ar syuspnys
9S9Y) UT SIOTABY S 2SI} 298 |

2U0p [fam AJ/puotidaoxa 2.4
Suadpd 2b6ua|[pys Jo/pUD JOMIDIS ¢

TIIMS DNDINIHL
SIHL dSN OL ALI'TIIV DNIANV.LSLNO
NV SHLVOIANI MAOMSSVTO w SLAd

Sa14INIOD BUIINp 26pajmouy sayddp «
MBINDd
buranp Afa)pinaop abpajmouy sa.4oys ¢

SNOSSHT
SNOIAHId NOJd NOLLVINIOJNI SNIV.LIA

SIHL dSN OL ALI'TIGV DNIANVLSLNO
NV SHLVOIANI AOMSSVTIO w.SLUd

TIIMS ONIMNIHL

SNOSSHT

SNOIAHYId WOJH NOLLVINOJNI SNIV. LI

JOUUDY 24DJNI1YID
‘2N 4DW 240U D Ul SDIPI SISSDIAXD ¢

mouy jou op
SUBYLO SPIOM SASI A[f 224400 ¢

YANNVIN ALVINOILIV ‘TINLVIA
V NI AIVINGVOOA AIONVAAV SISN

24D1924ddp noA sasol saxyow +

sayof unoA spupysaapun

JONNH 40
ISNUS TANLVIN JO TVASNNA SAVIISIA

JANNVIN ZLYTNOLLYY ‘HINLVIN
V NI AIVINGVOOA AIONVAAV SISN

JONNH 40

ASNUS TANLVIN JO TVASNNN SAVIdSIA

Sl {0 J0 SD3PI dYf U0 SYIDGABbId +

S42UYL0 04 UN220 Jou Ao 4Dy}
S/1D43p BUippD 2wy buoy b Spuads

(uoryeroqerd) vadal NV
NO SANVJXd JO STV.LIAA 40 SLOT Saav

,S3oD.4Y
unoA ur noA doys, 4oyt sAom ui spuoda +

AUBUDLLIP Ad2A 24D DY) SDBPI SDIDYS +
(&yeuidiio) SYALANVIVA

TYNOLLNAANOD AAISLNO SMAOM ‘Svadl
ANOINA JO/ANV LVAL-JJ0 SIATII0

(wonyeioqers) vadI NV
NO SANVdIXd JO STV.LIAd 40 SLOT saav

(Kyeutstio) SYAIHNVIVA
TYNOLLNIANOD AAISLNO SYYOM ‘SVAdI
ANOINN JO/ANV ILVAI-I40 SATII0

MmN
40 Spuiod Juaiajlip Wodj sbunjl saas ¢

521406202 S26UDYD *
S25U0dSa J0 SPAAL JUBIBLLID SIDJJO +
(£ymqmoy) SAALLOAISHAd INTIILIIA

SHIS {SVAAI 40 SAYN0D SFDNVHO

2A14D2.42 2G 0 2ADY JOU Op SISUOdSDI
3/qDLd222D 2D S2SUOMSD [[D

Spap! Aupw s24D42U26 +

(foueny) sVAAI ANVIN SHIJI0

(£yqxop) SAALLOAISHAd INTFIIJAIA
SAAS ‘SVAAI 40 ASUNOD STONVHO

(foueny) SVAAI ANVIN SIAAA0

TUOnONIISUL

INIANIHL JOLNIANI e

S310N DJILSON9IVIQ

‘'z dnoi3 sjoym
T Jo sareq

T 9pe1n

I9ydoeq],

(Sunuryy yua3I9ATP / 9AUAUT)

Suryuriyjy, J0j3UsAU]
ISHHOIYD [erorARYIY

wS1l1d

‘uosso[ dnoid
s[oym yoes 1oj [rouad 10
JUT JO 010D JUSIJJJIP & 3s)

‘payeadar ST JOTARY S JT
SWEU I9)Je SYITWHO YD PPV

‘sreadde Jomeyaq yoeo
S®B SJUSpPNIS JOo SaWeu ISTY

NAGL 2022 » Dodie Merritt ¢ finelines@gmail.com ¢ www.piecesoflearning.com ¢ Primary Education Thinking Skills



© pi .
=, Pieces of Learning

NAGC 2022 + Dodie Merritt o finelines@gmail.com www.piecesoﬂearning.coﬁ . ?rimar;‘g €Education Thinking Skills

5



Name

Parly Tales

Yolanda the Yarnspinner's friends really enjoy listening to her tell stories.

At Yolanda's party, Isabel,
Max, and Jordan each asked
Yolanda to tell one of their
favorite fairy tales. To find
out who asked Yolanda to tell
which story, read the clues
below.

1. Tsabel's story did not have any monkeys in it.
2. The title of Max's story did not have three words in it.

Q
%) T
& ~
The Lion King
1 2 3
Aladdin
4 5 6
The Little Mermaid
7 8 9

© Pieces of Learning
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ELEMENTS OF CREATIVE THINKING

Producing
ideas in quantity

Producing ideas
from

. different categories & |

X different perspectives

\ X K

) Key word:

A DIFFERENT

Generating

' Embellishing or
unique, novel, or

expanding on ideas

unusual ideas | 2 0 K \I
iy | |, Enriching with detail §
Key word: ! | \ g Y |
UNIQUE y A Key word: |
A\ DETAILS

NAGL 2022 Dodie Merritt ¢ finelines@gmail.com ¢ www.piecesoflearning.com



Name

Think ... Turn ... And Think Again!

Cut out one shape from those at the bottom of the page. Glue it in the Idea Box in the
middle of the page. Spin your page and think of all the things your shape could be!

~ ANM < O

OO~ WWN -

E ~— AN M <t O

i

© Pieces of Learning
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APETS™ Q'UBE
to Encourage
Divergent/Creative

AN

Thinking How many
different ways
Tier 2 could you
o end this story?
If you were How would H ow would
this story be
, this story be different if it
how would different if it
) . happened in
you tell this took place in the past/
story? ? future?
How many
other things
Stuff this cube with old plastic could

bags or styrofoam peanuts.

Then wrap with 2” packing
tape for durability.

OR
Enlarge cells to desired size.

Cut out and clue to the sides
of a larger cardboard box.

NAGL 2022 ¢ Dodie Merritt o

have done?

If you could 2
talk to §
what would | &
you say? o

finelines@gmail.com

www.piecesoflearning.com o
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Max's Hat Tricks

Subtract the figures in
h hat. Draw w




Max's
Fanciful

RIGHT | Phrases2 | TTHAOUIEL

GHILL

HAHANDND

TURN

TIMOMENTME

© Pieces of Learning
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@Nome Class

Bear In There!

There's a Polar Bear He's slurping the soda.

In our Frigidaire — He's licking the ice.

He likes it ‘cause it's cold in there. And he lets out a roar

With his seat in the meat If you open the door.

And his face in the fish And it gives me a scare

And his big hairy paws To know he's in there —

In the buttery dish. That Polary Bear

He's nibbling the noodles, In our Fridgitydaire.

He's munching the rice Shel Silverstein

Problem-Solving Matrix CRITERIA

@0
How are you going to get this Q- 8
very large and S =
—3 very hungry < m—
ol colar b 2 <
muf] Polar bear = =
=] out of your & -
=N refrigerator?! 1 e &
e sl o —
. 5 & =
al 3 =
3. S| v 4
= .
I Sl || m | <
1.
Z
2.
=
o
= K2
=
» B2
B.

Fine Lines © 2001
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PETS™ in the Regular Classroom

Thinking
Specialist/s

Lesson/Activity Thinking Skill/s

U Dudley/Detective

U Sybil/Scientist

[ Isabel/Inventor

U Yolanda/Yarnspinner
L Max/Magician

U Jordan/Judge

Notes:

Thinking
Specialist/s

Lesson/Activity Thinking Skill/s

U Dudley/Detective
L Sybil/Scientist

O Isabel/Inventor

U Yolanda/Yarnspinner
L Max/Magician

U Jordan/Judge

Notes:

Thinking
Specialist/s

Lesson/Activity Thinking Skill/s

U Dudley/Detective
U Sybil/Scientist

O Isabel/Inventor

U Yolanda/Yarnspinner
L Max/Magician

U Jordan/Judge

Notes:

© Pieces of Learning
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