
   

 

P E TS™… is an enrichment and diagnostic 

thinking skills program that can be easily  integrated 
into an existing primary curriculum.  PETS™ serves 
the dual purpose of  developing higher level problem 
solving strategies in students of all abilities and 
helping in the identification of academically talented 
learners by both gifted education specialists and 
classroom teachers. 
 
PETS™ follows the taxonomy outlined by Benjamin 
Bloom, presenting lessons in analysis, synthesis, 
and evaluation as well as visual thinking. Initially, all 
students are given the opportunity to experience the 
challenge of different problem solving strategies 
during a series of whole class lessons.  Based on 
teacher observation and student work,  those 
students who appear to be “most ready” for more 
challenging activities using the same thinking 
strategies are then given the opportunity to do so in 
a small group setting. 

Dodie Merritt  
NAGC 2022 

For information on PETS™ in-service programs: 
finelines@gmail.com  www.piecesoflearning.com 

Primary Education Thinking Skills (PETS TM) 
to Enrich & ID Strengths in Young GT Learners 
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Resources from Pieces of Learning — 
 

Kindergarten PETS™ 
Primary Education Thinking Skills 1, 2, and 3 
 
 

 PETS™ website with webinar links —    
   www.primaryeducationthinkingskills.com 
 

 Yolanda the Yarnspinner.  The Crystal Clarion.  
   www.primaryeducationthinkingskills.com/

crystalclarion.html (Classroom Activities) 

Plus … Lasher.  PETS™-Friendly Activities. 
 https://bigideas4littlescholars.com/pets-friendly-
 activities/ 

NAGC 2022  •  Dodie Merritt  •  finelines@gmail.com  •  www.piecesoflearning.com  •  Primary Education Thinking Skills 



 3 

 

NAGC 2022  •  Dodie Merritt  •  finelines@gmail.com  •  www.piecesoflearning.com  •  Primary Education Thinking Skills 3 

  

  

From  Primary Education Thinking Skills 3                                                 Pieces of Learning  •  www.piecesoflearning.com   
From  Primary Education Thinking Skills 3                                                  Pieces of Learning  •  www.piecesoflearning.com   

Respect the ideas of others. 

From Primary Education Thinking Skills 3                                                                                  © Pieces of Learning 
  

From Primary Education Thinking Skills 3                                                                                  © Pieces of Learning 
  



 4 

 

L
is

t 
n

a
m

e
s
 o

f 
s
tu

d
e
n

ts
 a

s
  

e
a
ch

 b
e
h

a
vi

o
r 

a
p
p
e
a
rs

. 
 A

d
d
 c

h
e

c
k

m
a
rk

s
 a

ft
e
r 

n
a
m

e
 

if
 b

e
h

a
vi

o
r 

is
 r

e
p
e
a
te

d
. 

 U
s
e
 a

 d
if

fe
re

n
t 

c
o
lo

r 
o
f 
in

k
 

o
r 

p
e
n

c
il

 f
o
r 

e
a
c
h

 w
h

o
le

 
g
ro

u
p
 l
e
s
s
o
n

. 

B
e
h

a
v
io

r
a
l 
C

h
e
c
k
li

s
t 

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
 

In
v
e
n
t
o
r
 T

h
in

k
in

g
 

(i
n

ve
n

ti
ve

/
d
iv

e
rg

e
n

t 
th

in
k
in

g
) 

 T
e
a
ch

e
r 

_
__

_
__

_
__

_
__

_
__

_
_
 

 G
ra

d
e
 _

_
__

__
  

 D
a
te

s
 o

f 
 

1
. 

_
__

_
__

_
_
 

w
h

o
le

 g
ro

u
p
  

2
. 

_
__

_
__

_
_
 

in
st

ru
c
ti

o
n

: 
 

O
F
F
E

R
S

 M
A

N
Y

 I
D

E
A

S
 (
fl
u
e
n

c
y)

 
    

C
H

A
N

G
E

S
 C

O
U

R
S
E

 O
F

 I
D

E
A

S
; 
S

E
E

S
 

D
IF

F
E

R
E

N
T

 P
E

R
S
P
E
C

T
IV

E
S

 (
fl
e
x
ib

il
it

y)
  
 

O
F
F
E

R
S

 O
F
F
-B

E
A
T

 A
N

D
/
O

R
 U

N
IQ

U
E

 
ID

E
A

S
; 

W
O

R
K

S
 O

U
T
S

ID
E

 C
O

N
V

E
N

T
IO

N
A

L
  

P
A

R
A

M
E

T
E

R
S

  
(o

ri
gi

n
a
li
ty

) 

A
D

D
S
 L

O
T
S
 O

F
 D

E
T

A
IL

S
 O

R
 E

X
P
A

N
D

S
 O

N
 

A
N

 I
D

E
A

  
(e

la
b
o
ra

ti
o
n
) 

 
  

D
IS

P
L
A
Y

S
 U

N
U

S
U

A
L
 O

R
 M

A
T

U
R

E
 S

E
N

S
E

 
O

F
 H

U
M

O
R

 

U
S
E

S
 A

D
V

A
N

C
E

D
 V

O
C
A

B
U
L
A
R

Y
 I

N
 A

 
M

A
T
U

R
E

, 
A

R
T
IC

U
L
A

T
E

 M
A

N
N

E
R
  

R
E
T

A
IN

S
 I

N
F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

 F
R

O
M

 P
R

E
V

IO
U

S
 

L
E

S
S

O
N

S
  

 

I 
s
e
e
 t

h
e
s
e
 b

e
h

a
v
io

rs
 i

n
 t

h
e
s
e
 

s
tu

d
e
n
ts

 r
e
g
u

la
rl

y
 d

u
ri

n
g
 c

la
s
s
 

ti
m

e
 a

s
 w

e
ll
: 

T
h

e
s
e
 s

tu
d
e
n
ts

 d
id

 n
o
t 

s
ta

n
d
 o

u
t 

d
u

ri
n

g
 

th
e
 P

E
T
S

™
 l

e
s
s
o
n
s
, 

b
u

t 
I 

s
e
e
 t

h
e
s
e
 

b
e
h

a
v
io

rs
 d

u
ri

n
g
 r

e
g
u

la
r 

c
la

s
s
 t

im
e
: 

N
o
te

s
: 
 

        
©

 P
ie

c
e
s
 o

f 
L
ea

rn
in

g
 

P
E

T
S

™
 C

L
A
S
S
W

O
R

K
 I

N
D

IC
A

T
E

S
 A

N
 

O
U

T
S

T
A

N
D

IN
G

 A
B

IL
IT

Y
 T

O
 U

S
E

 T
H

IS
 

T
H

IN
K

IN
G

 S
K

IL
L
 

       

P
 E

 T
 S

™
 

D
I
A
G
N
O
S
T
I
C
  
 N

O
T
E
S
 ●

 I
N
V
E
N
T
O
R
 T

H
I
N
K
I
N
G

  
O

F
F
E

R
S

 M
A

N
Y

 I
D

E
A

S
 (
fl
u
e
n

c
y)

 

  



ge

ne
ra

te
s 

m
an

y 
id

ea
s 



al

l r
es

po
ns

es
 a

re
 a

cc
ep

ta
b

le
 



re

sp
on

se
s 

d
o 

no
t 

ha
ve

 t
o 

b
e 

cr
ea

ti
ve

 

C
H

A
N

G
E

S
 C

O
U

R
S
E

 O
F

 I
D

E
A

S
; 

S
E

E
S

 
D

IF
F
E

R
E

N
T

 P
E

R
S
P
E
C

T
IV

E
S
 (

fl
e
xi

b
il
it

y)
 

 



of

fe
rs

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 t

yp
es

 o
f 

re
sp

on
se

s 



ch

an
ge

s 
ca

te
go

ri
es

 



se

es
 t

hi
ng

s 
fr

om
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 p
oi

nt
s 

of
 

vi
ew

 

O
F
F
E

R
S

 O
F
F
-B

E
A
T

 A
N

D
/
O

R
 U

N
IQ

U
E

 
ID

E
A

S
; 

W
O

R
K

S
 O

U
T
S

ID
E

 C
O

N
V

E
N

T
IO

N
A

L
  

P
A

R
A

M
E

T
E

R
S

  
(o

ri
gi

n
a
li
ty

) 
  



sh

ar
es

 i
d

ea
s 

th
at

 a
re

 v
er

y 
di

ff
er

en
t 



re

po
nd

s 
in

 w
ay

s 
th

at
 “

st
op

 y
ou

 i
n 

yo
ur

 

tr
ac

ks
” 

A
D

D
S
 L

O
T
S
 O

F
 D

E
T

A
IL

S
 O

R
 E

X
P
A

N
D

S
 O

N
 

A
N

 I
D

E
A

  
(e

la
b
o
ra

ti
o
n
) 

 

 


sp

en
d

s 
a 

lo
ng

 t
im

e 
ad

di
ng

 d
et

ai
ls

  
  

th
at

 m
ay

 n
ot

 o
cc

ur
 t

o 
ot

he
rs

 



pi

gg
yb

ac
ks

 o
n 

th
e 

id
ea

s 
of

 o
th

er
s 

D
IS

P
L
A
Y

S
 U

N
U

S
U

A
L
 O

R
 M

A
T

U
R

E
 S

E
N

S
E

 
O

F
 H

U
M

O
R

 

 



un

d
er

st
an

d
s 

yo
ur

 j
ok

es
 



m

ak
es

 j
ok

es
 y

ou
 a

pp
re

ci
at

e 

U
S
E

S
 A

D
V

A
N

C
E

D
 V

O
C
A

B
U
L
A
R

Y
 I

N
 A

 
M

A
T
U

R
E

, 
A

R
T
IC

U
L
A

T
E

 M
A

N
N

E
R

  
 



co

rr
ec

tl
y 

us
es

 w
or

d
s 

ot
he

rs
  

 
do

 n
ot

 k
no

w
 



ex

pr
es

se
s 

id
ea

s 
in

 a
 m

or
e 

m
at

ur
e,

 

ar
ti

cu
la

te
 m

an
ne

r 

R
E
T

A
IN

S
 I

N
F
O

R
M

A
T

IO
N

 F
R

O
M

 P
R

E
V

IO
U

S
 

L
E

S
S

O
N

S
 

  



sh

ar
es

 k
no

w
le

d
ge

 a
cc

ur
at

el
y 

du
ri

ng
 

re
vi

ew
 



ap

pl
ie

s 
kn

ow
le

d
ge

 d
ur

in
g 

ac
ti

vi
ti

es
 

 I 
s
e
e
 t

h
e
s
e
 b

e
h

a
v
io

rs
 i

n
 t

h
e
s
e
 

s
tu

d
e
n
ts

 r
e
g
u

la
rl

y
 d

u
ri

n
g
 c

la
s
s
 

ti
m

e
 a

s
 w

e
ll
: 

  



no

rm
al

ly
 g

re
at

 
in

ve
nt

iv
e 

th
in

ke
rs

  

T
h

e
s
e
 s

tu
d
e
n
ts

 d
id

 n
o
t 

s
ta

n
d
 o

u
t 

d
u

ri
n

g
 

th
e
 P

E
T
S

™
 l

e
s
s
o
n
s
, 

b
u

t 
I 

s
e
e
 t

h
e
s
e
 

b
e
h

a
v
io

rs
 d

u
ri

n
g
 r

e
g
u

la
r 

c
la

s
s
 t

im
e
: 

  



no

rm
al

ly
 g

re
at

 i
nv

en
ti

ve
 

th
in

ke
rs

 w
ho

 “
hi

d 
ou

t”
  

du
ri

ng
 t

he
 P

E
T

S
™

 l
es

so
n 

N
o
te

s
: 

 

   



ab

se
nt

ee
s 



ne

w
 s

tu
d

en
ts

 

©
 P

ie
c
e
s
 o

f 
L
ea

rn
in

g
 



b

e 
ge

ne
ro

us
 —

 m
or

e 
in

cl
us

iv
e 

th
an

 e
xc

lu
si

ve
 



na

m
es

 c
an

 g
o 

in
 m

or
e 

th
an

 o
ne

 b
ox

 p
er

 a
ns

w
er

 



b

e 
su

re
 t

o 
ad

d 
3

s 
af

te
r 

na
m

es
 f

or
 m

ul
ti

pl
e 

an
sw

er
s 



b

e 
su

re
 t

o 
us

e 
di

ff
er

en
t 

co
lo

rs
 f

or
 e

ac
h 

w
ho

le
 g

ro
up

 l
es

so
n 

 

P
E

T
S

™
 C

L
A
S
S
W

O
R

K
 I

N
D

IC
A

T
E

S
 A

N
 

O
U

T
S

T
A

N
D

IN
G

 A
B

IL
IT

Y
 T

O
 U

S
E

 T
H

IS
 

T
H

IN
K

IN
G

 S
K

IL
L
 

 



se

at
w

or
k 

an
d/

or
 c

ha
ll

en
ge

 p
ap

er
s 

  
  

ar
e 

ex
ce

pt
io

na
ll

y 
w

el
l d

on
e 

NAGC 2022  •  Dodie Merritt  •  finelines@gmail.com  •  www.piecesoflearning.com  •  Primary Education Thinking Skills 



 5 

 

© Pieces of Learning 

NAGC 2022  •  Dodie Merritt  •  finelines@gmail.com  •  www.piecesoflearning.com  •  Primary Education Thinking Skills 



 6 

 

                   © Pieces of Learning 
  NAGC 2022  •  Dodie Merritt  •  finelines@gmail.com  •  www.piecesoflearning.com  •  Primary Education Thinking Skills 2 



 7 

 

Producing 
ideas in quantity 
 

Lots of ideas flowing! 
 

Key word: 
MANY 

Producing ideas 
 from  

different categories & 
different perspectives 

 

Key word: 
DIFFERENT 

Generating 
unique, novel, or 

unusual ideas 
  

Key word: 
UNIQUE 

Embellishing or 
expanding on ideas  

  
Enriching with detail 

  
Key word: 
DETAILS 
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Name_______________________________  

 © Pieces of Learning   

Cut out one shape from those at the bottom of the page.  Glue it in the Idea Box in the 

middle of the page.  Spin your page and think of all the things your shape could be! 

1  ________________________  
2  ________________________  
3  ________________________  
4  ________________________  
5  ________________________  

1 
 __

__
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__
__
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1  _______________________  
2  _______________________  
3  _______________________  
4  _______________________  
5  _______________________  

1  ________________________  
2  ________________________  
3  ________________________  
4  ________________________  
5  ________________________  

Think ... Turn ... And Think Again! 

     
 
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A 
BLOOMin’ 

Box 

 
 

 

   

 

 
 
 

 

  
 

 

 

How many 
different ways 

could you 
end this story? 

 

If you were 
___________, 
how would  
you tell this  

story? 

How would  
this story be 
different if it  
took place in 
__________ ? 

How would 
this story be 
different if it 
happened in 

the past/ 
future? 

 

How many 
other things 
could _______ 
have done? 

 

 

If you could  
talk to 

 _________ , 
what would 

you say? 

 

A PETS™ Q’UBE 
to Encourage 

Divergent/Creative 
Thinking 

 
Tier 2 

Stuff this cube with old plastic 

bags or styrofoam peanuts. 

 

Then wrap with 2” packing 

tape for durability. 

 

OR 

 

Enlarge cells to desired size. 

 

Cut out and clue to the sides 

of a larger cardboard box. 
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