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"Mystic horse"

by Paul Goble
Pages 346-367 in Treasures
Genre:  Legend (a story that has been handed down by a people for many years, and that often has some basis in fact).

Directions:  After reading this text, complete the following organizer parts.  Remember to reread any part of the story that confused you.  You are a great reader.

Part I:  Vocabulary Preinstruction:  

	Vocabulary Word:
	How it is used in this story:

	responsibility
	When they were not traveling, and the tipis were pitched, it was the responsibility of the older boys, the young men, to look after the herds of horses, and to guard the village.

	patchwork
	Their only shelter was made of sticks and a patchwork of pieces of old tipi covers which people had thrown away.

	sores
	He was terribly thin, with sores on his back.

	midst
	Then ride me, as hard as you can, right into the enemy’s midst and strike their leader with the stick, and ride back again.

	loosened
	He loosened the reins, and the horse galloped toward the enemy.

	amazement
	The men watched the boy with amazement.

	mysterious
	He was sad for his horse, and angry with himself that he had not done what the mysterious horse had told him.


	1.  visual (“Follow along with your eyes as I spell it out loud”)

2.  auditory (Hear the parts /p/ /ea/ /ch/)

3.  kinesthetic (trace with eyes,  write it on the table, hand, etc.)

4.  phonics (break the word apart)—discuss prefixes, suffixes, roots, compounds, phonograms, double vowels, silent e.

5.  meaning (give the definition and/or an example)

6.  give an example. “I will be working with this group, meanwhile, this group will be at computers.”


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[image: image2.wmf]
Part II:  Comprehension
1.  In the text it says, “…the Pawnee people had harvested their crops of corn and squash, they would leave their earth-lodge villages and travel out on the Great Plains to hunt buffalo.”  List three uses you think the Pawnee had for buffalo?
a.________________________________________________________________________________________
b.________________________________________________________________________________________
c.________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What might happen if the Pawnee were unable to find a buffalo herd?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  The Grandson most likely wanted the sick horse so that…

[image: image3.wmf]he and his Grandmother would be able to hunt for food and skins.

[image: image4.wmf]he could practice his magic healing potion on it.
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his dogs would not have to walk such long distances.

[image: image6.wmf]            they could kill it for its meat and fur.

4.  If your sickly horse told you to “ride me, as hard as you can, right into the enemy’s midst and strike their leader with a stick, and ride back again,” would you have listened?  Explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  In the text it says, “The boy struck their leader with his willow stick, turned, and rode back to his people with arrows flying past him like angry wasps.”  The author uses a wonderful simile to describe how the arrows were shooting past the boy.  A simile is when you compare two unlike things using the word like or as.  In this case, the flying arrows are compared to angry wasps.  Write four different similes that would help the reader understand what the flying arrows looked and sounded like:
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…rode back to his people with arrows flying past him like_________________________

…rode back to his people with arrows flying past him like_________________________

…rode back to his people with arrows flying past him like_________________________

…rode back to his people with arrows flying past him like_________________________

6.  Why do you think the horse told the boy to attack the leader four times instead of just once?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  The boy most likely attacked for a fifth time because…

the horse told him it would be okay.

he felt invincible.


he noticed his horse was weakening.

            he did not know how to count.

8.  Why did the horse come back to life?  You must use a quote to support your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this story?

The author wanted to persuade the reader to listen carefully whenever a horse speaks.

The author wanted to entertain the reader with a story about an Indian boy who, with the help of a mystic horse, proved to be a great warrior. 

The author wanted to inform the reader about the history of mystic horses in the Pawnee tribe.

            The author wanted to inform the reader about the Pawnee way of life.
10.  Sequence:  Put the following events from the story in the proper ordering by placing a 1 in front of the event that occurred first, a 2 in front of the event that occurred second and so on:

_____The other men pointed at the boy’s horse and made fun of it. 
_____The horse was pierced by an arrow.    
_____The boy rushed the enemy for a fifth time.
_____Grandmother and the boy came upon a sickly looking horse.  
_____The men prepared to defend their horses from approaching enemies.  
_____The horse came back to life.

_____The horse spoke to the boy and told him to go to the river.   
_____The horse told the boy to rush the enemy and hit their leader.  
 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Part III:  Compare and Contrast:  Complete the following Venn-Diagram by comparing and contrasting Boy Chief and the Mystic Horse?  How are they alike?  How are they different?  List four differences and four similarities.
                                                      Boy Chief                                                                                          Mystic Horse
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                                        Differences                  Similarities                  Differences


Part IV:  Fluency Practice:  Follow the four-step fluency practice steps:

1.  Read the following excerpt from the text to your teacher.  You must focus on pronouncing each word correctly.  Take your time and do a great job.  Your teacher will then discuss any words that may have been difficult for you.  Record your time in the space provided.

2.  Read the following excerpt from the text to yourself.  Record your second time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Do I understand what happened in the text?

3.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a classmate.  Record your third time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Is my fluency speed improving?

4.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a parent or sibling.  Have them sign in the space provided.  This will let your teacher know that you completed the fourth step of your fluency practice.

Fluency Goal:  Your fluency goal for this excerpt is to cut your time in half from your first reading to your fourth reading.  If you do not complete your goal, you need to continue reading this excerpt until you accomplish that goal.  When you have reached your goal, write down the main idea (one sentence) of your excerpt on the line provided.  You will read this excerpt to your teacher one final time.

When the four days had passed, Boy Chief left the village and climbed into the pine tree hills.

A horse neighed, and the mysterious horse appeared, followed by a herd of spirited horses.  They surrounded Boy Chief, snorting and stamping excitedly, horses of every color—beautiful bays, chestnuts, shiny blacks, whites, grays, and paints.


Mounted on his mysterious horse, Boy Chief drove the horses round and round the village.  He stopped in front of his grandmother’s shelter.


“Grandmother,” he said, “now you will always have horses!  You need never walk again!  Choose the ones you want, and give the rest to those who need them most.”  And so it was done.


After that, the boy and his grandmother rode whenever they moved to camp.  They lived in a tipi and were not poor any longer.
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Main Idea:_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Summary Sheet Fiction  ©1999 by Sopris West

Directions:  Summarize the text you just read using the following procedure.  Steps 1-3 will help you with your topic sentence.  Steps 4-5 will help you get started on your summary paragraph.


1.  Identify what you will be summarizing.  Be specific—use names and titles.

The story Princess Harimau and the Tiger
2.  Use one of these words (verbs) to help you organize your summary:  

tells, lists, describes, explains, compares, gives, shows

3.  Finish your thought:

The story Princess Harimau and the Tiger tells the story of a Princess and her friendship with her pet tiger named Shiva.

4.  Create a beginning-middle-end outline:  Make a list of the important events you would like to include in your summary.

       (Use transition words:  first, next, then, after that, finally…..)

	Beginning (characters, setting)



	Middle (problem, events)



	End (solution to the problem)




5.  Use your Beginning-Middle-End outline to write the summary paragraph:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to check your paragraph?  Does it make sense?  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?
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