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Trait Beginning (1 points) Developing (3 points) Advanced (5 points) Totals 

Content 
Ideas 

The pitch (or thesis) does not 
present a clear focus. 
Content is not of G Rating. 
Project is more than 2 Minutes 

The pitch has a clear focus, but contains 
extraneous ​material​. 
Age appropriate. 
Students communicate ideas with 
enthusiasm and/or voice associated with 
topic. 

The pitch presents a creative, clear theme, point and 
message. 
All sources are properly cited within the project 
according to MLA style 
Students are clearly engaged in project 
Overall, wowed the viewer 

  

Editing Skill Transitions detract from 
message. 
No music used or music detracts 
from message. 
No Titles Used. 

Transitions used are effective but could be 
improved. 
Music and locational sound used quite 
effectively to complement message. 
Titles / Credits generally well done 

Transitions and effects are only used to complement 
the message and information flow. 
Musical score and setting sound complement and 
enhance message. Sound levels don’t detract from 
spoken dialogue 
Titles are creative and on screen titles and credits are 
used to convey important and relevant information, 

  

Audio & 
Video 
Capture 

No background audio or very 
distracting audio 
Low quality video 

Background audio is kept in balance and 
does not overpower the primary audio. 

Audio is well coordinated with video; adds meaning or 
tone; easy to understand 

  

Videography 
- Camera 
Work 

Project has one continuous shot. 
Lighting is poor. 
Poor camera work distracts from 
shots or documentary focus. 

Shots are quite well framed and steady, but 
some improvement necessary. 
Movie is in focus and camera use steady. 
Project uses a minimum of 2 different video 
shots or angles to enhance storyline. 
Lighting is adequate 

Shots are in focus, well framed and exposed. Tripod 
or monopod used for steady shots. 
Natural light is used to filmmaker’s advantage. 
Lighting is used to eliminate shadows and glares. 
Scenes have sufficient lighting for viewer to easily see 
action. 
Camera angles are varied and interesting. 
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