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"because of winn-dixie"

by Kate DiCamillo
Pages 544-557 in Treasures
Genre:  Realistic Fiction (a made-up story that could have happened in real life).

Directions:  After reading this text, complete the following organizer parts.  Remember to reread any part of the story that confused you.  You are a great reader.

Part I:  Vocabulary Preinstruction:  

	Vocabulary Word:
	How it is used in this story:

	selecting
	But I showed him how he could stand up on his hind legs and look in the window and see me in there, selecting my books; and he was okay, as long as he could see me.

	positive
	“Are you positive?” she asked.

	snuffled
	She bent over and gave Winn-Dixie a pat on the head, and Winn-Dixie wagged his tail back and forth and snuffled his nose on her little old-lady feet.

	consisted
	“Back when Florida was wild, when it consisted of nothing but palmetto trees and mosquitoes so big they could fly away with you,” Miss Franny Block started in, “and I was just a little girl no bigger than you, my father, Herman W. Block, told me that I could have anything I wanted for my birthday.”

	peculiar
	But then I became aware of a very peculiar smell, a very strong smell.

	advanced
	I am an advanced reader.


	1.  visual (“Follow along with your eyes as I spell it out loud”)

2.  auditory (Hear the parts /p/ /ea/ /ch/)

3.  kinesthetic (trace with eyes,  write it on the table, hand, etc.)

4.  phonics (break the word apart)—discuss prefixes, suffixes, roots, compounds, phonograms, double vowels, silent e.

5.  meaning (give the definition and/or an example)

6.  give an example. “I will be working with this group, meanwhile, this group will be at computers.”


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Part II:  Comprehension
1.  As you read this realistic fiction story, fill in any information you learn about the setting, main characters, plot, problem, and, finally, the climax (solution):

	What is the setting of this story (time and place)?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
	Who are the main characters?  Write down something important about each character.

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
	What is the plot (what is happening in this story)?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

	What is the problem in this story?

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
	What was the solution to the problem (usually the solution is the climax)?

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________
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2.  Winn Dixie most likely didn’t like going to the library because…
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[image: image6.wmf]he couldn’t read.

[image: image7.wmf]he was not allowed to go inside.


he would get lost in all the stacks of books.

            books were quite boring to him.

3.  Miss Franny Block was most likely scared of bears because…
she had had bad experience with one at the library.
she had read books about all the horrible things bears to do people.

she had hit one with her car.
            she was a very old lady who couldn’t see very well.
4.  Why do you think Miss Franny Block allowed Winn-Dixie to come in to the library?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Miss Franny Block told Opal that her father said she could have anything for her birthday (long ago).  What did she ask for?  What would you ask for if your father promised that you could have anything you wanted for your birthday?  Explain why you would choose that gift.
	When she was a little girl and her dad told her she could have anything she wanted for her birthday, Franny Block told her father that she wanted…

_______________________________

	If my father promised me anything I wanted for my birthday, I would choose…

______________________________

Explain why you would choose the gift you listed above:

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________


6.  In the text it says, “He went.  But this is what I will never forget.  He took the book with him.”  Why do you think the bear took the book with him when he left the library.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Why do you think Miss Franny felt sad after telling her story?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Which sentence is written correctly?

“I imagine I’m the only one that even recalls that bear”.

“I imagine I’m the only one that even recalls that bear”


“I imagine I’m the only one that even recalls that bear.”

            “I imagine i’m the only one that even recalls that bear.”

9.  Why do you think the author described Amanda Wilkinson as “pinch-faced.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  What is the main idea of this story?

“Because of Winn Dixie” is mostly about a bear who visits a library.

“Because of Winn Dixie” is mostly about a little girl named Amanda who is an advanced reader.

“Because of Winn Dixie” is mostly about a dog that looks very similar to a bear.
            “Because of Winn Dixie” is mostly about a librarian and girl who become friends.
11.  Sequence:  Put the following events from the story in the proper ordering by placing a 1 in front of the event that occurred first, a 2 in front of the event that occurred second and so on:

_____The bear left the library with War and Peace in his mouth. 

_____Opal and Miss Franny decide they can be friends.
_____Miss Block told Opal about a bear that came into her library long ago.

_____Opal was picking out books.    
_____Miss Block fell to the floor when she thought she saw a bear. 
_____Miss Block began telling Opal about what she got for her birthday long ago.  
_____Miss Block raised the book she was holding in case she needed to hit the bear. 
_____Winn-Dixie came into the library.
  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Part III:  Compare and Contrast:  Use the following Venn-Diagram to compare and contrast Miss Franny Block and Opal.  List four differences and four similarities:


           Miss Franny Block



       Opal
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                             Differences                 Similarities                 Differences                 

Part IV:  Fluency Practice:  Follow the four-step fluency practice steps:

1.  Read the following excerpt from the text to your teacher.  You must focus on pronouncing each word correctly.  Take your time and do a great job.  Your teacher will then discuss any words that may have been difficult for you.  Record your time in the space provided.

2.  Read the following excerpt from the text to yourself.  Record your second time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Do I understand what happened in the text?

3.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a classmate.  Record your third time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Is my fluency speed improving?

4.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a parent or sibling.  Have them sign in the space provided.  This will let your teacher know that you completed the fourth step of your fluency practice.

Fluency Goal:  Your fluency goal for this excerpt is to cut your time in half from your first reading to your fourth reading.  If you do not complete your goal, you need to continue reading this excerpt until you accomplish that goal.  When you have reached your goal, write down the main idea (one sentence) of your excerpt on the line provided.  You will read this excerpt to your teacher one final time.


And right at that minute, right when the three of us had decided to be friends, who should come marching into the Herman W. Block Memorial Library but old pinch-faced Amanda Wilkinson.  She walked right up to Miss Franny’s desk and said, “I finished Johnny Tremain and I enjoyed it very much.  I would like something even more difficult to read now, because I am an advanced reader.”

“Yes dear, I know,” said Miss Franny.  She got up out of her chair.”


Amanda pretended like I wasn’t there.  She stared right past me.  “Are dogs allowed in the library?” she asked Miss Franny as they walked away.


“Certain ones,” said Miss Franny, “a select few.”  And then she turned around and winked at me.  I smiled back.  I had just made my first friend in Naomi, and nobody was going to mess that up for me, not even old pinch-faced Amanda Wilkinson.

152 words

First Read:__________     Second Read:__________     Third Read:__________     Fourth Read:__________


                                                                                                         Parent Signature:_______________________

Main Idea:_________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Summary Sheet Fiction  ©1999 by Sopris West

Directions:  Summarize the text you just read using the following procedure.  Steps 1-3 will help you with your topic sentence.  Steps 4-5 will help you get started on your summary paragraph.


1.  Identify what you will be summarizing.  Be specific—use names and titles.

The story Princess Harimau and the Tiger
2.  Use one of these words (verbs) to help you organize your summary:  

tells, lists, describes, explains, compares, gives, shows

3.  Finish your thought:

The story Princess Harimau and the Tiger tells the story of a Princess and her friendship with her pet tiger named Shiva.

4.  Create a beginning-middle-end outline:  Make a list of the important events you would like to include in your summary.

       (Use transition words:  first, next, then, after that, finally…..)

	Beginning (characters, setting)



	Middle (problem, events)



	End (solution to the problem)




5.  Use your Beginning-Middle-End outline to write the summary paragraph:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to check your paragraph?  Does it make sense?  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?
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